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UNDER MY ROOF 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

Luke 7:1-10 

Jesus Heals a Centurion's Servant 

7 After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 

Capernaum. 2 Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, 

who was highly valued by him. 3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to 

him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they 

came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have you do 

this for him, 5 for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our synagogue.” 

6 And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent 

friends, saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you 

come under my roof. 7 Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, 

and let my servant be healed. 8 For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers 

under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 

comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard these things, 

he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not 

even in Israel have I found such faith.” 10 And when those who had been sent 

returned to the house, they found the servant well. 

 

One day I got my tape measure out in order to measured the width of the doorway 

going into the TV room. We had a new sofa for the TV room, one from IKEA, the kind 

you have to build yourself. All the parts were still in boxes lying on the floor of the front 

room.  I was trying to decide whether to move all of those boxes into the TV room to 

build the sofa there right where I was going to put it anyway. Or build it in the front 

room where I had a lot more space to spread out all the parts and have room to work.  
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I knew, though, that if I built the sofa in the front room, I would have to get it through 

the doorway that goes into the TV room. Would the sofa fit? Measure the doorway 

with a tape measure. That’s how to do that job.  

 

But how do you measure the worth of a person?  

 

For example, I pay to have my lawn mowed by a young man who lives across the 

street from us. He brings his own lawn mower, which he has to maintain, and use his 

own oil and gasoline. How do I measure his value, his worth? How do I decide how 

much to pay him? 

 

If I keep these two things separate, if I keep separate his worth as a person from the 

value of his labor, then, I can say, “Pierce, I’m only gonna pay you $7.50 an hour. I’m 

not saying that you as a person are only worth $7.50 an hour. I’m saying that your 

labor is only worth that much. Of course, being the Christian young man that you are, 

you know that as God’s creature you are of inestimable value. Your worth is beyond 

measure. You are irreplaceable.”  

 

That works for us. That seems to be how the centurion saw things also. On one hand he 

could see himself as God’s creature, of inestimable value, his worth beyond measure, 

but only as God’s creature. You want to measure yourself against God as if you’re 

worthy of His help, like when the elders of the Jews told Jesus how worthy the centurion 

was to have this favor done by Jesus, well then the centurion said no. He was not 

worthy to have God come under his roof. If measured against God, the centurion had 

no worth. As God’s creature, his worth was beyond measure.   

 

But on the other hand, in the world of labor and economics, the value of the 

centurion’s labor could be measured. His work as a centurion had a certain worth or 

value, as in being paid by the hour. His labor value lay in that he could command his 

soldiers to go and they went, or to come and they came. This ability to command 

troops was worth something to his boss.  

 

 



 
3 

You see, the centurion had come up through the ranks. He had not only learned to be 

a competent soldier. But he had also gained the trust and the respect of his fellow 

soldiers, such that they would obey him. When he gave them orders to come or to go, 

it wasn’t just for piddly tasks like KP duty. If he commanded his soldiers to follow him 

into battle, though some of them would not return home alive, they would still follow 

his orders. This ability to command troops had labor value and worth. The centurion 

seemed to keep the two things separate: His self-worth on one hand and the worth of 

his labor on the other. 

 

That is, until we come to the centurion’s dealings with his servant. The servant was 

highly valued by the centurion, it says. Clearly, the servant was more than just a piece 

of property to him. Notice all the trouble the centurion went to in order to get his 

servant healed. Clearly, the servant was highly valued. But we are not told why. We 

could make stuff up.  Say that the centurion was merely fond of this man, that he 

valued the servant’s friendship. But it could just as easily have been that the centurion 

valued the servant for his labor, for his service. In which case the centurion was willing 

to provide whatever medical care his servant needed… to make a life… to make a 

living… to make sure that the servant’s children didn’t go to bed hungry.  

 

You see, that’s where it becomes difficult to separate the value of a person’s labor 

from their value as a creature of God. What makes a person have inestimable value is 

that the Creator gave them life. But the way God has given them to stay alive is 

through their labor. So, if I pay Pierce $7.50 an hour for his labor, but it’s not enough for 

him to make a living, then do I really mean it when I say that he is of inestimable 

value? If Christians in this country are unwilling to support a minimum wage that is 

enough to keep folks alive, unwilling to support the idea of a living wage, a minimum 

wage that is enough to make a living from, then what are we saying to folks? What 

are we really saying? There are not all kinds of high paying jobs available out there. 

Even if there were, not everyone has the native intelligence or the gifts to do them. 

Conservative Christians oppose government handouts. So, then, what we’re saying to 

those who make $7.50 an hour is, “You don’t really matter all that much to me. There 

really is not much point to the work you are doing. But if you don’t like it, no problem, 

you are disposable.”  
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That is not to say that there are easy solutions to the minimum wage problem or to any 

of the other problems we face regarding giving all children good healthcare, a good 

education, and making sure no child goes to bed hungry.  

 

But the centurion might have an idea there when he brings his problem to the Lord 

God, and does so out of a genuine concern and genuine valuing of his servant and of 

his servant’s medical needs.   

 

In the order of the universe, only God is God. Only God can get away with thinking He 

has all the answers. Like the centurion, we are just helpless and desperate creatures in 

the face of death. Like the centurion, we are not worthy. We are in great need, 

helpless in the face of what we deserve. Only God is God, and we are sinners, broken 

and desperate. We are not worthy to have Jesus come under our roof.  

 

But Jesus turns the order of the universe on its head. Jesus becomes the servant. Jesus 

becomes the centurion’s servant. Jesus becomes your servant. He took the very 

nature of a servant. We are the ones who are unworthy and without value, yet Jesus 

made Himself nothing, took the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness, and being found in the appearance of a man, He humbled Himself. We are 

the ones who are disposable. But God says we are irreplaceable, because Jesus took 

our place. Though unworthy, He came under your roof, the centurion’s roof, my roof. 

Jesus came down here to this earth and this life and took his place, your place, my 

place, on the cross.  

 

Jesus takes His place in your life. Through your hearing of His Word this day. “He heard 

about Jesus” is what it says here of the centurion in verse 3. He heard about Jesus, and 

the result was something that surprised even Jesus.  Jesus surprised people all the time 

with the shockingness of God’s grace, God’s undeserved but overflowing love and 

forgiveness beyond measure!   
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But this time it was Jesus who got surprised.  Surprised by the effect the good news had 

had on this centurion.  Surprised by the place Jesus had in this centurion’s heart.  

Surprised that the centurion had sent to Jesus such a message of humility. That the 

centurion not only knew where he stood in the military, his value as a commander, but 

also grasped the greater reality of where he stood in the order of the universe. That he 

was nothing before God yet could count on God’s grace; could come to God and 

not just as a last resort. For the sincerity of the centurion’s faith in God was expressed in 

his genuine concern for his servant. Revealing how Jesus had certainly taken His place 

in the centurion’s heart.  

 

So does Jesus take His place in your heart this day through your hearing of His Word to 

give you a genuine concern for the well being of the lowly, the working people and 

their families.   

 

He gives you a genuine concern that leads you to bring their needs before Gracious 

God through prayer. To be genuinely concerned for their lives and the life they are 

trying to make, both believing that they are of inestimable value and treating them as 

such in every way as God does you.    

 

Amen 

 


